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RGN C a p i t a l Passes a Quiet Revolu 
Chair IMER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

APR 201SS4 
r I n N a t a l , c a p i t a l o f Rio Grande do ^ o r t e , the f i r s t spacks"' 
o f r e v o l u t i o n f l e w on the morning o f F r i d a y , March 27. when Ap­
p r o x i m a t e l y 300 s a i l o r s on the Naval Base went on a s i t -down 
s t r i k e i n t h e i r ba r racks . The s a i l o r s were demonstrat ing i n 
sympathy w i t h t h e i r col leagues h i d i n g i n the Me ta l Workers Union 
i n Rio and, apparent ly f o l l o w i n g the i n s t r u c t i o n o f the A s s o c i a t i o r | 
o f S a i l o r s and Naval Mar ines , i n complete s i l ence refused t o heed 
the orders of t h e i r supe r io r o f f i c e r s t o r e p o r t f o r work . The new 
commander o f the N a t a l Naval Base, Rear Admira l Mario Galvacan t i 
de ALBUQUERQUE, appealed p e r s o n a l l y t o the e n l i s t e d men to cease 
the s t r i k e . When the Admira l was r e b l u f f e d by the s a i l o r s , he 
ordered the men to be placed under a r r e s t and departed from the 
ba r r acks . 

Upon Albuquerque's depar tu re , the s a i l o r s attempted t o f l e e 
the barracks which had been surrounded by the M i l i t a r y P o l i c e . 
I n the confus ion , a s i n g l e shot rang out (according to observers , 
the b u l l e t lodged i n the c e i l i n g o f the barracks) and brought a 
sudden co l l apse to the exodus, r e s t o r i n g immediate o rde r . The 
s a i l o r s then c a l l e d o f f t h e i r s t r i k e and normalcy r e t u r n e d to the 
Naval Base by evening. The on ly s a i l o r known to have been j a i l e d 
was Raimundo Mendes BASTOS who r e p o r t e d l y at tacked an o f f i c e r 
d u r i n g the f r a c a s . Admira l Albuquerque promised an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
o f the events surrounding the i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n . 

The c i t y remained q u i e t u n t i l the e a r l y hours o f A p r i l 1, 
when l e f t i s t - n a t i o n a l i s t Mayor Djalma MARANHAO turned the 
P r e f e i t u r a ( C i t y H a l l ) i n t o the Quar t e l Geral da Luta Pela 
Legalidade (headquarters) o f the n a t i o n a l - l e f t i s t fo rces and. 
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f i r e d o f f a te legram i n which he vowed h i s support to Pres ident 
GOULART. The S ind ica tos Rurais also cabled t h e i r support t o the 
P res iden t , but the r a i l r o a d workers were the on ly l a b o r group to 
heed the l o c a l CGT's c a l l to a genera l s t r i k e . S h o r t l y a f t e r 
General Alves BASTOS issued h i s statement i n Recife t h a t the IV 
Army was j o i n i n g the r e v o l u t i o n , l o c a l Army u n i t s occupied the 
s t r a t e g i c areas o f the c i t y . Immediately the l o c a l Navy and A i r 
Force dec lared t h e i r adherence to the r e v o l u t i o n . I t was not u n t i l 
about 9:00 P . M . , however, t h a t the P r e f e i t u r a was seized by the 
Army and Maranhao was placed under c a r e f u l s u r v e i l l a n c e , a l though 
he was not ye t a r r e s t e d . Whi le both the s ta te L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly 
and the M u n i c i p a l Counci l went on "24«hour a l e r t " , Governor A l u i s i o 
ALVES, somewhat t a r d i l y , announced h i s support of the r e v o l u t i o n and 
added t h a t the Goular t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n had c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
to the development o f Rio Grande do N o r t e . Various labor union head­
quar te rs were occupied by the a u t h o r i t i e s and severa l known a g i t a t o r s 
were a r r e s t ed , but there Was no unusual v i o l e n c e r e p o r t e d . 

On A p r i l 2, Maranhao and Vice Mayor Luis GONZAGA dos Santos were 
de ta ined by the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s , and the M u n i c i p a l Counc i l was 
informed t h a t both men were unable to discharge t h e i r o f f i c i a l d u t i e s . 
At 11:00 P.M. the Counc i l vo ted to imoeach bo th Maranhao and Gonzaga, 
and at 2:00 P . M . , A p r i l I j . , vereadores" Raitnundo ELIPIDI0 (PDC) and 
Eugenio NETO (UDN) were t e m p o r a r i l y i n s t a l l e d as Mayor and Vice Mayor j 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . The c i t y remained calm and the m i l i t a r y forces r e ­
mained i n c o n t r o l o f the s i t u a t i o n . 

Monday, A p r i l 6, the C i t y Counci l voted Te rc io RABELLO to be the 
Mayor o f N a t a l , and E l i p i d i o was then se lec ted as the Vice Mayor. 
Rabe l lo , a r e t i r e d Naval Admi ra l employed w i t h the research and 
p l a n n i n g Companhia de D e s a r r o l l o do RC-N (C0DBRN) as w e l l as be ing a 
former Pres ident o f the B r a z i l - U n i t e d States C u l t u r a l Center , began 
to make h i s f i r s t appointments, and , a l though the "clean*up n o f com­
munists con t inues , the c i t y h o p e f u l l y has passed the mayor 's cha i r 
f o r the l a s t time u n t i l the 1965 e l e c t i o n s . . ^ 

Edward J . Rowel l 
M i n i s t e r Consul General 
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