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Summary 

1 . New losses o f mandates and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s may be expected i n the 
new f u t u r e , as the B r a z i l i a n government acts t o prevent " c o r r u p t " 
p o l i t i c i a n s from h o l d i n g p u b l i c o f f i c e . I n the Northeast, a t l e a s t 
f o u r well-known f i g u r e s w i l l be a f f e c t e d by the government a c t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g Rio Grande do Norte's former governor, A l u i s i o Alves. These 
p r e d i c t i o n s were made t o the r e p o r t i n g o f f i c e r by General Antonio 
Muricy, commander o f the 7th M i l i t a r y Region. Muricy, who was a le a d i n g 
candidate f o r the ARENA g u b e r n a t o r i a l nomination i n May of t h i s year, 
i s rumored t o be the next commander o f the T h i r d Army i n Porto Alegre. 

Four Northeastern P o l i t i c i a n s Threatened 

2 . During a discussion o f the government's r o l e i n the coming e l e c t i o n s , 
Muricy s a i d t h a t he "would bet" on new government cassations i n the 
near f u t u r e . A l l of those a f f e c t e d , he said, would be e i t h e r c o r r u p t 
or subversive. I n the Northeast, f o u r p u b l i c f i g u r e s w i l l be a f f e c t e d . 
The f o u r are: A l u s i s i o Alves, former governor o f Rio Grande do Norte 
and expected ARENA candidate f o r Senator from t h a t s t a t e ; Pedro Gondim, 
ex-governor o f Paraiba and rumored Federal Deputy candidate; Severino 
Cabral, incumbent v i c e governor o f Paraiba and Adelmar da Costa Carvalho, 
Federal Deputy from Pernambuco who r e c e n t l y was forced upon the s t a t e 
MDB o r g a n i z a t i o n by the p a r t y ' s n a t i o n a l leadership (see Recife's A- 1 5 7 ) . 
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3. According t o Muricy, a l l f o u r are " c o r r u p t " and t h e r e i s no 
doubt regarding t h e i r imminent cassation. He i m p l i e d t h a t t h i s 
l i s t i s only p a r t i a l and t h a t others i n the r e g i o n w i l l also lose 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Regarding A l u i s i o Alves, Muricy s a i d 
unequivocally t h a t Alves was c o r r u p t , t h a t both the Fourth Army 
and the SNI had p r o o f o f t h i s and t h a t , c o n t r a r y t o recent press 
r e p o r t s , the government r e a l l y intended t o act against Alves and 
not t o merely pressure him t o withdraw from the Senate race. 

P o l i t i c a l Blackmail P r a c t i c e d By Fourth Army and SNI 

k. Concerningcassations i n general, Muricy gave a r a t h e r c h i l l i n g 
account o f government i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f p o l i t i c i a n s suspected of 
c o r r u p t i o n or subversion and described i n d e t a i l how t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
i s used f o r p o l i t i c a l coercion. The p o i n t o f t h i s s u r p r i s i n g l y 
f r a n k d i s c l o s u r e was t o demonstrate the r e v o l u t i o n ' s determination 
at p r e v e n t i n g c o r r u p t or subversive p o l i t i c i a n s from ever again h o l d i n g 
p u b l i c o f f i c e . I n most cases, Muricy s a i d , the government simply 
prepares complete dossiers on each man and awaits an o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o use the i n f o r m a t i o n . Generally, i t uses nothing more than 
pressure and persuasion aimed at p r e v e n t i n g a candidacy or i n f l u e n c i n g 
some p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . I n cases o f a serious nature however, mandates 
and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s are cancelled. 

Comment 

5. Muricy's statements are almost i d e n t i c a l t o the i n f o r m a t i o n 
f u r n i s h e d by a SNI source and r e p o r t e d i n the Congen's ok t o the 
Department 88 t o Rio de Janeiro and 1 t o B r a s i l i a . There i s no 
doubt t h a t both Muricy and the SNI source s i n c e r e l y want t h e i r 
s t o r i e s t o be t r u e and i t i s probably j u s t i f i a b l e t o b e l i e v e t h a t 
the Fourth Army and the SNI have, i n f a c t , requested the cassation 
o f Alves and others. What remains t o be seen i s whether or not 
C a s t e l l o Branco w i l l concur w i t h the recommendations. 

6. The government's removal o f Adhemar de Barros i n Sao Paulo 
seems t o o f f e r ample pro o f o f i t s a b i l i t y t o go a f t e r even very 
b i g f i s h w i t h o u t too many adverse consequences. I f s i m i l a r a c t i o n 
i s taken here against A l u i s i o Alves and Pedro Gondim, i t could 
probably be c a r r i e d o f f i n almost i d e n t i c a l f a s h i o n but the govern
ment would have t o run the r i s k o f defeat i n the Rio Grande Do Norte 
S e n a t o r i a l race. Alves s t i l l maintains a charismatic appeal t h a t 
charms thousands o f voters i n t h a t s t a t e and h i s removal would 
c e r t a i n l y not win any votes f o r ARENA. 
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7. On the o p p o s i t i o n side, cassations would probably have an 
e f f e c t o f profound f r u s t r a t i o n s i n MDB c i r c l e s , g i v i n g the p a r t y 
a powerful campaign issue by b r i n g i n g C a s t e l l o Branco's " d i c t a t o r i a l " 
methods close t o home wh i l e simultaneously making i t even more 
r i s k y t o r a i s e the issue a t a l l . 

8. Perhaps the most i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g regarding the cassations 
i s Muricy's w i l l i n g n e s s t o admit the Army and SNI r o l e i n what 
i s , i n e f f e c t , p o l i t i c a l blackmail. An i d e n t i c a l explanation o f 
the methods used was given t o the ConGen by the SNI agent mentioned 
i n the referenced telegram. 
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